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1. Background to Proje ct

¢KS o0FO13INRdzyR (i2 (GKA& LINRP2SOG adlFNIia Ay (K
considerable amount of hisnie searching for wrecks on the@h Devon coast. He later teamed

up with Neville Oldham in order to further their knowledge the shoreline wrecks of South

Devon. One of the wrecks that he had found was that of HMS Venerable and some of his researc
had been passed on to Neville Oldham. Although some of the material has bedmlastable to
gather a considerable amount of information from Stephen and Neville who have both made a
huge contribution to this project.

2. Acknowledg ements

Thanks arexpressed to the following whassisted in divingnd/or gather information required
to assist me in producing this report:

Neville Oldhanf{Lead Historian)Dave Parhar{Lead Archaeologistptephen GeorggHistory of
wreck) Jessica Berry, Ron Howell, Mike Turner, Gareth Coffield,Fiander, Nick McVernon,
Clive Weaterby, Katalin Weatérby, Matt Gse, and those from Reading & Torbay BSAC who
attended the NAS training organiség the project.

References have been used from the following sources:

Building the wooden fighting ship Dodds & Mare
The Navy and iy lllustrated Edward Frase
Devon Life Article Vicky Jenkins
The Sea F.Whymper
Devon Shipwrecks Richard Lar©BE
Sherborne and Yeovil Mercury

Diver magazine Kendal McDonald
Nelsons Navy Haythornethwaite & Younghusband
The Arming and fitting of ships of war  Brian lavery
Portrait of Torbay John Pike

The History of Paignton C.H.Patterson
Paignton in six reigns F.R.Bnwell
Mariners mirror Dennis Wheeler
The Blackwall Frigates Basil Lumbock
The construction & fitting of Man o War Peter Goodwin
Fightingsail Oliver Warner
The Infernal Diver John Bevan
National Maritime Museum

Shipwrecks of the Devon Coast Kendal McDonald



3. Legal Status

HMS Venerable is not on the protected wrecks listvas assessed ltlye Archaeological Diving
Unit (ADU) it KS ™ dcp 1 Q HeritageRleethgtizttsife @okto have sufficient wreckage to
be registered.

4. Introduction

During the course of this projedt K| @S dzy SI NI KSR &2 YdzOK have | a
included some of it in the report.

This reportincludes not only the state of the site today but also some history of the akipvell

as artefacts which arknown to have been recovered in the pastdare now in my possession
Section 5 outlines our plansd approach to the project anfection 8 shows some of the

challenges of diving the site. Section 11 includes some of the history of previous salvage but there
are gaps where little is known. Artefacts found during the projstwell as artefacts given to me
during myinvestigationsoverthe period of theproject, are show in &ction 12. These include
photographs and sketches of the finds.

Diving activities are outlined igection 17 including who was involve&ection 19 showthe
financialreport.

What ha been achieved is outlined Sction 18and the possible future investigations the site
are shown in &ction 20.

5. Objectives

The objectives of this project were to:

1 Locate and identify what was left of the wreck and produce a site survey

1 Establish which way around the ship saa&kthis appears to be different on two different
paintings of her sinking

1 Train anumber of divers to NAS Leve$thndard

1 Locate and document items previously taken from the wreck



6. Plans and Approach

The planwas split into 4 phases as shown beloweTirst couple of months involving research

and planning in order to get the maximum out of the diving. The plan was then to introduce some
inexperienced divers in maringchaeologyand use thento work with the more experienced
members ofthe team

One we had established an approximate position for the wreck it€ ¢ 2 dzf R LJdzli A Y
PointsQ) 50m apart across the site withite connecting linéo be marked at 1m intervalsThis

would be referenced back to a fixed object on the site. The plan was to locate adcas@on
GKAOK ¢l & aSSy 2y G(KS aadsS Ay (GKS ynQ& o dzi
control point.

As there is considerable kelp on the sitee winter months seemed the appropriate time to
search for any object in thexcktumble stretching from the dry rocks to the seabed.

Broadly speakingve did keep to the plan but there were some challenges in locating the possible
wreck positionand having to re-position the control points se¢Section 8).

lﬂ File Edit View Insert Format Tools Project Report Window Help ype a quesi

DS W& AV B9~ 0C /@ e ¢8| 3 B NoGouw v &/ © Z: ¢ ? show~ | Anal
Task Name May July September [ November January March
1 HMS Venerable plan 2010-2011 ¢ 2605
2 - Phase 1 I )
3 - Research site / Wreck & Q)
4 Search the internet ————
5 Contact known divers / Archaeologists 1
6 Assemble any previous material ———
7 Assemble team smem—|
8 Organise NAS training |
9 |-/ Phase 2 =
10 Organise equipment required )
1 Organise dates for diving / boats —
12 |- Phase 3 o )
13 First NAS Courses ]
14 Magnetometer survey of site |
15 Initial underwater survey ]
16 Second NAS Courses "]
17 Establish probable area of wreck [
E 18 Lay line and control p.oints . i
o 19 Search tumble area ajacent to line ]
ié 20 Using Metal Detecors seach 10m either side of line |
3 21 Establish areas with objects under the sand ]
22 Lay 3rd control point 50m to south of Control point ]
23 |- Phase 4 P——
24 Document finding and reports —
25 Photograph artefacts @
26 Produce final report C———




7. NAS Training

Two Introductioncoursesand two Part 1 NAS courses were carried out in Brixham in August and
November2010. We were able to use the HMS Venerable site for the practical exerciseust Aug
but the weather was against us in Novemblertotal 13 divers attended the Introduction course
and 12 divers attended the Part 1 course. Many thanks to Pavbkam, Jessica Berry and Matt
Casefor their efforts in running the course$he attendees ogered all the costs associated with

the courses

Attendee Organisation NAS Introduction NAS Part 1
Steve Clarkson Reading BSAC P P
John Bawden Reading BSAC P P
Alison Bawden Reading BSAC P P
Colin Mathews Reading BSAC P P
GarethCorfield Reading BSAC P P
Clive Weatherby Reading BSAC P P
Katalin Weatherby Reading BSAC P P
lan Donaldson Reading BSAC P P
Emma Harris Reading BSAC P P
SueMitchell Reading BSAC P P
Dave Armstrong Reading BSAC P

Viv Jones Reading BSAC P P
Phil Payne Reading BSAC P P




8. People involved

The project has involved divers from various BSAC clubs includidm&gdorthampton,
Cheshire, @tnes andTorbay with20 divers actually diving the site.

These include:

Steve Clarkson

Reading BSAC

Neville Oldham

East Cheshire BSAC

Dave Parham

Project Archaeologist

Jessica Berry

HQ BSAC

Ron Howell

Northampton BSAC

Mike Turner

Totnes BSAC

John Bawden

Reading BSAC

Alison Bawden

Reading BSAC

Colin Mathews

Reading BSAC

GarethCorfield

Reading BSAC

Clive Weatherby

Reading BSAC

Katalin Weatherby

Reading BSAC

lan Donaldson

Reading BSAC

Emma Harris

Reading BSAC

Sue Mitchell Reading BSAC
Dave Armstrong Reading BSAC
Viv Jones Reading BSAC
Phil Payne Reading BSAC

Nick McVernon

Torbay BSAC

Mike Williams (training)

Wolverhampton University

Julie Williams

ditto

Paul Fiander

Reading BSAC

Stephen George (History)

Ex BSAC diver

Matt Case

NAS

9. Challenges diving the site

Not having been to the site beforthere were a few challenges to faceag the way. The first
were localfishermen fishing from the rocks that were directly next to the identified site. Some
would waituntil diving was completbut otherswould cast @er the divers. The second was
string of shrimp traps laid over the sitiring the summer monthsThe thid werelocal boaters
and canoeiggwho often came too close to the sitkespite being warned offConsidering these
problems we delayed some of the diving until the winter and low water.
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The control points hadlsobeen moved on a couple of occasions

Re®arch estalished that there were at leastvo other wrecks on the site and this presented
some challenges when using the magnetometer and metal detectors. The following section
provides some detail of these wreck¥Ve decided to use underwateragnetometes as well as
metal detectors on the siteAs we found a considerable amount of metal on the site, a surface
magnetometer output woulchavebeen very difficultto interpret.

a) Other Wrecks on the site

The following diagram shows some of the position of some ofatrexks inrelation to the
identified site.

After the First World Warmany captured ships were towed to scrgards in the UK. T189 was
one of these ships and was due to be scrapped andonasw to Teignmouth from Cherbourg in
FranceTheT189 was a German torpedo boat desfer.

On December 121920 she was under tow with similarboaz 6 & | G(GKS [ 2y R2Y
when both torpedo boat®roke loose from the towlineshe strong wd from the East had

turned into a gale. She was driven into the rocks off Roundham Headat abhpm that night.

The S24 that hadlso broke loose ended up onréston beach the same night. All theewy

survived and those on thel89 were taken ashoreitihn a rocket apparatus.

The wreck has been extensively salvaged overthe y¥a2sa (i1 f @ | ¥R G 95 W YQ T NP
Somesections of the wreck are under the sand laying over the HMS Venerahlmaiteng it

difficult to stop the underwatemetal detecors triggering. Some sections are large enough to
swimthroughas shown below.
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